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plants can usually be distinguished, though the dividing lines are 
often not sharply drawn. These are, first, the swamp or marsh 
plants that are only partly submerged. Second, those that root 
in the bottom but with floating leaves. Third, those that are 
attached to the bottom but live wholly submerged and fourth, 
those that are free, either floating or submerged. The last group 
includes the vegetable part of the plankton. 

The study of aquatic plants has been much neglected. The 
waters of tropical regions in particular afford almost a new field 
for exploration and study. 

The paper was discussed by Dr. Howe, Dr. Barnhart and 
various other members. F. S. Earle, 

Secretary. 
NEWS ITEMS 

We learn from Science that Professor Bruce Fink, of the Upper 
Iowa University, has accepted the chair of botany at Iowa Col- 
lege and will assume his new duties in September. 

Mr. J. Burtt Davy, recently of the University of California, has 
been appointed state agrostologist and botanist of the Transvaal. 
He sailed for South Africa from New York on March 10, going 
by way of England. 

Mr. A. A. Heller, who returned a few weeks ago from his 
third botanical expedition to Porto Rico, has now gone to Cali- 
fornia. Pacific Grove, Monterey County, will be the base for his 
collecting operations for a time. 

Dr. and Mrs. N. L. Britton, of the New York Botanical Gar- 
den, and Mr. J. A. Shafer, custodian of the herbarium of the 
Carnegie Museum at Pittsburg, left New York on March 5 for 
Havana. They plan to devote a few weeks to botanical collect- 
ing in Cuba. 

Professor F. S. Earle, of the New York Botanical Garden, and 
Mr. E. W. D. Holway, of Decorah, Iowa, sailed from New York 
on February 26, for Santiago, Cuba, where they were expecting 
to meet Professor Underwood, who has been for some weeks in 
Jamaica. The party intends to spend several weeks in making 
collections and field studies in eastern Cuba. 
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Professor A. D. Selby, botanist of the Ohio Agricultural Ex- 
periment Station, who has been in residence at the New York 
Botanical Garden since November, has been granted a research 
scholarship by the Garden for the continuation of his studies in 
the chemical physiology of plants. 

We are informed that the library of the late well-known bot- 
anist, Alexis Jordan, of Lyon (18 14-1897), will be offered at 
auction next May. This is said to be one of the largest private 
botanical libraries in Europe. Paul Klincksieck, 3 rue Corneille, 
in Paris, is preparing a catalogue of this library, which will be 
sent free to applicants. 

Dr. D. T. MacDougal, who, with Mr. Frederick V. Coville, 
of the Bureau of Plant Industry, has been serving in an advisory 
capacity in relation to the proposed desert botanical laboratory 
of the Carnegie Institution, returned to New York on February 
28, after five weeks spent in visiting portions of New Mexico, 
Arizona, northern Mexico, and southern California. 

Visiting botanists in New York since December 15, 1902, in- 
clude Mr. Henri Hus of the University of Amsterdam, Mr. A. F. 
Blakeslee of Harvard University, Professors L. R. Jones and 
William Stuart of the University of Vermont, Professor Alexander 
W. Evans of Yale University, Mr. John C. Willis, Director of 
the Royal Botanic Gardens at Peradeniya, Ceylon, Dr. William 
Dayton Merrell, of the University of Rochester, Mr. Clifton D- 
Howe, of the University of Chicago, Mr. E. W. D. Holway, De- 
corah, Iowa, and Mr. J. A. Shafer, of the Carnegie Museum. 

The announcements of the Marine Biological Laboratory, at 
Wood's Holl, Mass., of the Ohio State University Lake Labora- 
tory, at Sandusky, Ohio, and of the Harpswell Laboratory of 
Tufts College, at South Harpswell, Maine, for the summer of 
1903, have been distributed. The department of botany of the 
Wood's Holl Laboratory remains under the direction of Professor 
Bradley Moore Davis, of the University of Chicago ; that of the 
Sandusky Laboratory is in charge of Professor W. A. Keller- 
man. Professor J. S. Kingsley, of Tufts College, is the director 
of the Harpswell Laboratory. 



